American Civics
Fall 2008
Teacher: Mr. McIntosh



Room: 4270

Phone Number: (715)839-6031 ext. 423

Email: jmcintosh@altoona.k12.wi.us 
Wisconsin Content Standards to be taught during this course:
Content Standard:

Students in Wisconsin will learn about political science and acquire the knowledge of political systems necessary for developing individual civic responsibility by studying the history and contemporary uses of power, authority, and governance.
Rationale:

Knowledge about the structures of power, authority, and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary society is essential if young citizens are to develop civic responsibility. Young people become more effective citizens and problem solvers when they know how local, state, and national governments and international organizations function and interact. In Wisconsin schools, the content, concepts, and skills related to political science may be taught in units and courses dealing with government, history, law, political science, global studies, civics, and current events.
Course Outline: 
See Back Side
Grading Policy:

A   100- 93

B    86-83

C    76-73

D    66-63

A-   92-90

B-   82-80

C-   72-70

D-   62-60

B+   89-87

C+  79-77

D+  69-67

NC <60
Civics Lesson Plan Guide

(Tentative Outline, Subject to Change throughout course of Semester)

Week 1: 
INTRO WEEK: Course Syllabus/ What is Gov’t/Citizen Test

Week 2: 
STATE OF NATURE AND NATURE RIGHTS: C.S. Lewis & John Locke/LOTF



Remembering 9/11
Week 3:
GOVERNMENTS OF THE WORLD: Research and PowerPoint

Forms of Governments

Week 4: 
ROAD TO REVOLUTION: History of our Nation

Week 5: 
FOUNDING DOCUMENTS: Mayflower /Articles/Decl. of Indy

Week 6: 
CONSTITUTION & BILL OF RIGHTS: Anti/Federalist/Plans of Gov’t/Virginia vs. New Jersey Plan

Week 7:
POLITICAL PARTIES: Electoral College/Values & Beliefs
Week 8: 
POLITICAL PARTIES: Two Party System / 3rd Parties 
Week 9:
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: Senate/How a Bill Becomes a Law
Week 10:
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: House of Representatives

Week 11:
EXECUTIVE BRANCH: Jobs/Powers/Electoral College

Week 12: 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH: Presidential Research Papers & Presentations

Week 13: 
JUDICIAL BRANCH: C.T. Essays on Court Issues/Judges

Week 14: 
JUDICIAL/PROJECT CITIZEN PROJECTS: Research and Present
Week 15: 
PROJECT CITIZEN/ LOCAL GOVERNMENT: Introduction

Week 16: 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT: McTown Simulation/S.B. Meeting

Week 17: 
LOCAL GOV’T/ CITIZENSHIP MATTERS: Understanding Citizen Rights

Week 18: 
CITIZENSHIP MATTERS/REVIEW: Community Service Project 

Week 19: 
FINALS WEEK
Late/Missing Assignments

Late assignments will be accepted for no more than 50% in the grade book. It is better to turn in some work then not to turn in anything. Being absent does not constitute late work. For every excused absence, you will be given two days to make it up and turn that assignment back in. This includes tests, quizzes and all projects.  

Attendance: 

You are responsible for being in class. Understanding that you may be gone from class, you have the additional responsibility of making up the work and/or obtaining the material that we missed. Check with me before or when you return about missed work and lectures. See me for more clarifications. 

R.A.I.L.S. Policy - Recognizing Attendance Is Linked to Success
Students who miss three days or less of American Civics will have the opportunity to opt out of the semester final.  Absences will not be evaluated based on excused, unexcused or any other criteria - failure to attend class on a given day, regardless of the circumstance will result in an absence and a step toward the three-day minimum (absences that cause the entire class to be excused, will not count against the student - i.e. homecoming, senior day, etc.).  Understanding that the final is required of all students, this policy serves as a reward rather than a consequence.  This policy is not valid if you are failing the class at the time of the final.

Honesty Policy: 
Cheating is considered a serious offense. Any students caught cheating will be dealt with, on an individual basis. Cheating on any class assignment, including tests and papers will result in the score of zero being issued. Your parents WILL BE notified either in writing, by phone conversation or through email. The second offense will result in the student receiving no credit for that grading period. Our classroom motto is No Cheating, No Swearing, No Lying. Let’s live by it and learn by it. 
